BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF
MEHER BABA

MISH^R BABA was born at Poona in 1894. His spiritual
career begins with his momentous visit to Hazrat Babajan
in 1911, when he was a student in Deccan College at Poona.
This meeting brought about a spiritual transformation of his
consciousness. In 1914, Meher Baba's absorption in Truth-
Consciousness led to his being completely unconscious of the
things of this world; and he remained in this state of un-
consciousness for nine months. After this, he saw many
saints and Masters until he met Shri Sadguru Upasani
Maharaj who helped him to come to normal consciousness
through a long period of seven years. In 1921, Meher Baba
retaining his God-consciousness, regained his normal know-
ledge of the world and became a Perfect Master.

The early period of Meher Baba^s life as a Master can
be conveniently divided into three parts according to the
places where he lived, e.g., (1) The hut on the Ferguson
College Road, Poona, (2) Manzil-e-Meem, at Dadar,
Bombay and (3) Meherabad (Arangaon), Ahmednagar.
The hut and the Manzil stay were devoted to the training of
the Mandali for an arduous spiritual life, while at Meherabad
a new colony was established. The most interesting features
of the Meherabad Colony were (1) The Meher Charitable
Hospital and Dispensary,  (2) The Hazrat Babajan
School and (3) Meher Ashram (a boarding house for
students) one particular branch of which was meant for
the spiritual awakening of selected candidates. Meher Baba
also took personal interest in the upliftment of the depressed
classes; and among the Hindu Mandali even the caste dis-
tinctions came to be abolished.

From, July 10th, 1925, Meher Baba began to observe
SILENCE, although the use of the present alphabet-board
for communication came later in 1927. His silence continues